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BEAUFORT COUNTY
CANOPY ROADS
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ngﬁopy Roads:

of Beau,tm County

_Aguide tothe beautiful
shady roads that characterize
Beaufort County

— Canopy




Old Sheldon Church Road is one of the

County's most scendc ]l.l'_l‘ll\':l‘,h and the

et |ocal examiple of a canopy road. A trip

dosn Old Sheldon Church Road offers glimpecs into the past through the renains of the

Sheldon Church mains, the grand ulless to severul historic plantations, and views of formes

rice felds. O .|_,.|'|.L|l_~. buile between 174555, Old Sheldon Church (formerdy Prince W illiam

h in May 1779, rebuilt and then bomed by

Parish Church) was b

by the Br

Sherman's troops In January 1865 and never rehulli, Members of the Ball family, the

R LA al property ownais, ane buried there. The muine dre listed in the MNational i:[l_-J_'.;h-'. [

ch Road and Cotton Hall Read,

Flistordc Places. At the corner of Old Sheldon C

lNomotley Plantation {private property] bhas two magniticent live cak allees that date brom

ldon Church

ic Flce fields that can be ssen from both Old 5

o i

% There are al

the 1

Road and US Highway 17/21, Forther toward Yemasses,

] vton Plantation [also private

it

¢ 18th century, features an oak ulles that wa

property ), dating from the o n 14932

In 2

Cotton Hall Road was named after the Cotton

Hull Plantuthon (private propesty) w hich dates

from the early 18th century. The orlginal house

wits burmed in 1865 by Union troops. The exact
age of the plantation's cak alles & unknown
1
MePhesanville Road, a dirt road to the Hampean County Hne, was the maln road to the

onville, which wis estubliched in 1807, McPhersanville & now in

histor

Hage of McPh

prescat J.l', Hampton Counity.

Beautort County's Canopy Roads

anopy roads are two-lane highwn:,'& and |1_1r-wn-_|r-:= characterized by rows of trees

bordering both sides of the road corridor with enough height, density and spread
to create natural CRNOpY Over the road surface Flf'.} years ago, mos of Beaufor '-‘.:uun‘._-,'r.
roads were rural two-lane highways, many of which were completely shaded under a
CRnopy of oaks, pL'!PuI.J'.:I'.HI Hruwth ;.I.IL)I‘.I[" with residential and commercial d-_'-.-'u.'lu[_mwnl
has rendered this a v.u-.mhlng feature of the |.nwrnuntr_v lnnd:cnpc. While most of the
remaining canopy roads are not !'-.uing tmmediate threats from li#.‘\'ElUIlI'IIE:IT. without
rrrn:vgmrinn and prntrrrinn of this ilrriqllt resource, even removal of individual trees and
appresdive tree pruning can erode what makes these hli:ll““'i\_} 5 ﬂ].rvu;ﬂ The establishment
of a ‘_:.111-'1],'\'_\' Road |J'r=~'|§_r|nalinn will ],':rn\"iulf the County with the MeCeRsary tools to ensure
that all is i*l;'llllt done |l-"|.a|||:p L pfuh:l.! .'md preserve !hﬂ- precious resourde Beaufort
County has taken important steps to protect the scenic qualities of its highways and
byways, The designation of Old Sheldon Church Road in 2003 as a State Scenic Byway
and the accompanying management pl.‘ln represent the next step in moving the
protection of scenic corridors [ne_*_','mn] the regulatory environment to include puh]h.
outreach and P:lﬁnfrsl‘lips with SCDOT and utili'r}' .:r:':nprrni.rq to rlrntrcr the trees nhmg
these roads. The purpose of this brochure is o provide greater awareness to both visitors
and residents of the C nunt:.r‘s n-rnaining canopy rodads as a ||n:i:fur feature of the Cwln'r}"s.

|".ml-.17_\l'. culture, and natural eaviconment

Md Jericho Road is a short steetch
atbering o rure L‘lnu:--.-c ol historic roral

Beawbort County In the «

wl gt
centers, gas stations and restaurants, Old

Jerichn Road was a majer moad from the

earllest settlement of Beaudort County

and ke one of two roads in Beaofort County that iz in the 1832 Mille Atlas, con ilad by

nided arehitect -Bobert Mills. The Myrtle Buch tarm house, located on the west slde of the

road, wiis bulleIn 1927, The Myrtle Bush Plantation, however, dates from early 19th century

Meridian Road connects Sea lsland Parkway [US
21) with Lady's Istand Dinive (SC 802} While there
s slprmilbcant residesn il development .||.-I'|_i.

ed

SMeridian Road, the tree canopy has heen presers
Meridian Road followed the castern menidian of the

Beaubort Town

1 in e survey done duwring the

Civil War.

Along with its spreading ¢ vak canopy, Mantin

Luther King Jr. Drive, which tums into Land's End

Road at the intemection of Club H-HJ!:L' Raoad,

passes some of the County's richest historic tressmures. Penn Center was established in 1862

by northern missionaries and abolitionise s a echool for free blacks and continued until the

19606, Dir. Murtin Luther King often used Penn Center as & retreat during the Civil Rights
{5 (5 (]

Eri. Today it & a location for community services and retreits

Ihese s & museam open to the public on
the _..'.l-~r|||-|- Penn Center s a Mational
Historic Landmatk. The Brick Church
established in 1855 by Baptist Planters on
8. Helema lsland, was the 'r'l-'.i“'ll wsire of
the Penn School. Ik s lted in the Mational

Register of Historic Places, The Chapel of

Fiase was built in the 17408 by -’\.l\FI]n.'ﬂ
i-|.|1t='|_'rv. on 5t. Helena Iskind so thot they

L

not have o tauke the ].-nl_'l hoat trip
o attend church in  Bexzofort It wargpm
destroved by a forest fire in 1886, Only the
tabby ruing remain today. The Edgar Fripp
Mausolkum  ruins  and Fripp Fammily
comnetery are on the I.-.nuln:h e e 1h.l'\."

he Chapel of

2 . . : :
Maupoleum are listed in the MNational

Register of Historic Places. Fort Fremont

located at Land's End was 3 kte 19th century U'S Army installation with twe gun hatteries
and a nomber of buil |'i|||,|-. Ioday only the ruine of the teo batteries and the fort h.n_||-r.1:
remain, The batteries are now part of & Besufort County Pard that can be pcoessed From

Land's Eand Road. Fort Fremont and the Fort Fremont Ho | {private property] anc Tisted

in the Mational Register of Historic Places

he Awvenue of Ouks i= the allee

Jeading to the Coffin Point Plantstion

H e (c. 1801 at the end of the

avenue, The allee dote= o the 19th

cenitury, he Cothin Point Cemetery

can be seen on the I"F.il‘ side of the

avenne. While the ik acoekaible

ko rhr I1'_|_r-l:|; Cofin Point !’l.lnr.-fuwl

Hamame in privake rlru[li"l'\,

L
Pinckney Colony was the home of a prominent Homan Catholic lboweountry family. The

tin 1915 and named St. Mary's in

first Catholic church on Pinchney Colony Road was b

the Wossds, The curvent church was buib in the 1930' and renamed Si. Andeews

- -

e

The RAlaffion Historle Distrce, i n the Natiosal

Raepigter of Historic Places, s a1 the csstern terminag of

-

MMav River Raoad (5C 48) The Town of Bhifton was

fovmsded i the waddy 19th contury by e planters

wecking  an ewcape  Fom  the uti hwealehy  comditions
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prosent  on Loweountry rice and cotton !

T

The Town's location along the high biuff of My River

offersd cool river bresses especially during the sumimr

mwnsths




